| ‘ and opens the door to pr1nc1p1ed errors.

to some other questions raised in your letter. You say,

‘;,‘.;,‘”However, if you are. suggesting that the Stalinists are no =

" longer a petty-bourgems tendency within the workers moyee .-

 _ment, then we disagree." (your emphasis) I do not see how
~you could possibly draw such a conclusmn, _1£ you read my
‘letter of Oct 31 : ' S

1'funct1omng within the working class." And further, I st
.in the same letter, ''The Commumst partles are working
;i‘class organlzatlons...‘:f e ; :

DECj‘gléﬁ

Los Angeles, Calif, -

Dec. 12, 1973.

4 :R\__o‘l‘itical Committee

Dear Comrades:

I have the letter of the P011t1ca1 Comrmttee

:dated Dec.. 6 1973,' signed by Doug Jenness, replying to my
Mletter* of Oct: 31, 1973. The arguments made therein are so}

wrong and open the door to so many harmful effects for our
party that I am forced to once again take up this question, I
hope for the last time. In addition, I must call attention to

‘what are obv1ously dubious methods of exchanging polemics.

If we are going to discuss or debate a question, it serves
party interests best to describe the position with which one
is in disagreement accurately and without implying ulterior
motives for which the’re is notascintilla of evidence.

I shall take up a few pomts on the level

: -of»prmciple and tactics, both of which are involved in this

discussion.. Both requlre further explanatlon

“Your reSponse to my criticism of the

formulat:on that the Communist Party«-USA is part of ''the R
: sumahst movement" is that this "is not a good formulatmn.";» e ;
I believe that it is more than that; I think it ‘represents a

complete mlsunderstandmg of our est1mat1on of the CP

But before going into that I must rpspond

At

I wrote about the CP "..itisa partg
ted
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- example, the loss of thousands of youth who were misedue

e Thls should be sufficient to indicate that
Iam not proposing any changes in our fundamental appraisal of
 the cﬁass character of the CP. Yet in your letter you once
~ again cast doubts upon my views in this respect by stating
that the recent Stalinist betrayal in Chile is not qualitatively
néw.  This implies that perhaps I think this new betrayal calls -
‘ for a change in our fundamental position, But I made no
‘such proposal; I reaffirmed our traditional position. Ido
not want to characterize th1s kind of polemic at th1s time.

S
o il However, I would like to know if the Pol=-
1t1ca1 Comrmttee 1s of the op1n1on that I am trymg to change '
‘ .. I think it far. more likely that
those who p!ace ‘the’ '‘Communist Par ty in some ‘undefined
""socialist movement' are trying to change our positinn o
and your strictures should be a.ddres sed to them. e R ' .,

~ Your letter says you are not clear about
my charactenzatmn of the CP as a party of the anti-socialist
movement Idid not spell this out as I took 1t for granted
that anyone in our party who is familiar with the history
of Stalinism and the CP-USA knows whether this orgamza-
tion is part of a '"socialist movement'' or an antie soclahst
movement. I refer you to the voluminous works of Leon -
Trotsky, James P, Cannon and many other Trotsky1sts, s
and, if you will permlt to the series of articles I wrote
- for Intercontinental Press entltled "Fifty Years of Stahmst

Treachery " :

. : In the fourth art:cle of thls serles, R R
pubhshed in the Oct 8, 1973, edition, I wrote, 'In order to *;.‘ S
-survive, the. ca.p1tahst class must have the help of strong RECSE Kok
~currents among the workers and peasants that support SRR
its hold on state power. . .This is supphed by world Stahmsm 3
v and reforrmst soc1allsm. £ '

LA T “The Stahmst contmgent is thg more e
':_'f;’flmportant part of th1s support since it exploits c nnections I
~ to countries that have had revolutions. In this wa.; it fools -

. many well-intentioned but poorly informed people! For

- cated and then demoralized by Stalinism in past decades 1h e
: 'ﬁf‘ the Umted States, stands as a hlstoncal crime of enormous

vvvvvvv
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S g : 'U'The continued existence of Stalinism is
[ S fmdlspensable to capitalism. As soon as enough people realize
' ik :tha‘h Stalinism is in the serv1ce of capitalism, the death knell
O will) sound for both." .

: This excerpt from my artlcle merely repeats
what all of us have said many times. This is what I mean when
7, I say that Communist parties are part of the anti=socialist move-

" ment. Up to now, no one has protested anything in the articles

.1 wrote on Stalinist-treachery. If you do not agree with the above, .

*

; ':'_ Re certamly want to know about 1t

I ' careful‘ eadet of bo_thf ’I‘he Mlhtant and
Intercontmentai Dy ss', after reading the above and the article
from Pittsburgh that places the CP=USA in the ""socialist move=
‘ment'' would certainly be mystified. I think the Political Comma=
. ittee should take a stand on whei'e the CP is to be found, either. .
in the !'socialist movement' or the. antiesocialist movement. L
It cannot be in both places at the same t1me. ; #

e When I wrote my letter to the Pol1t1ca1
o _Comrmttee on Oct. 31st I was under the impression that the .
. formulation ""a party in the socialist movement, ' as a descrip=
(_ .~ tion of the CP-USA, was only an episodic but important rmstake
' caused mamly by looking for reasons to give them critical @
support. After I mailed my letter additional mformatmn that I
: ~‘;:',d1d hot have at the t1me came to my attentlon. : T

Y A_ku 1
(R

L M I sent for a.nd rece1ved a copy‘ of "An Open
Letter to the Coxmnumst Party from Norman Ohver, Socialist
. Workers Party Candidate for Mayor of New York."' Referring ..
' to the three candidates of the CP that the SWP supported crite
' ically, this letter states, '""We support Gomez, Henning and "
- Stevens because they are running against the capitalist cand-
. idates.. Voters in these races will have a choice between caste
. . ing a ballot for the capltahsts or for candidates from a party -
" in the socialist movement." (emphasis added) The disease of
 seeing a ''socialist movement'' and the Stalinists’ ensconced
' cornfortably w:thm it seemed to be spreadmg .

S : Now we have not only the P1ttsburgh Open

S Letter but also the New York. Both use the same formulatxon, ol

- that is, that the CP-USA is a part of a "gocialist movement." V.
If this were all, perhaps the Political Committee would ;"' - ‘

_conclude. that I am makmg too" much of a stir over thxs.




However, after mailing my letter on Oct.
'3let I came across an educational bulletin turned out by the
* Youn g f:ocmhst Alliance in August 1967, that is, more than
. gix years ago. I had not previously read this bulletin. It
’,"vc_:‘onta:ms two reports and summaries made in July 1966 to
" the New York membership of the SWP in connection with elec~
_tions to be held the following November. One report and - ‘
summary, made by Barry Sheppard, explains why the New
York SWP executive committee proposes giving critical support
‘to.a promment CP fq,gure, Herbert Aptheker, running for.
representative to congress on a '""Peace and Freedom'' ticket..

: _'_'I‘he other: report and summary, by Jack Barnes, ‘explains why it is

~ propoged not to. gwe;critacal support, to several other: candxdates,
“ non<CPe¥s, running for various offlces "The latter report” =~
'does ‘not concern us. ‘ o

e o Comrade Sheppard, in one part of his report
statea, “The Commumst Party is our major opponent in the * g
socialist movement.' (emphasis added) The disease is spread- B

' ,mg' ‘Here it is agam' But that is not all

SRS S . Later m hlB report Comrade Sheppard

o -turns to what I have charactermed as horse-tradmg, ‘or rather:
attempts in that dire ction. After saying that we would put the
“CP on the spot by demanding critical support from them for’
our cand1dates, including one for governor, 'in exchange for -

. our support to Aptheker, Comrade Sheppard goes on to state, S
"If they should support us that would be a major victory 1nter- e

- nationally. Think of the leverage it would give in countries.

" where there are mass CP's as in France and Italy if 'I‘rotsky-

T ists there ‘could say that the American Communist Party says '

- in our. movement unfortunately..

:_;:- CP. for HouSe of Representatwea is used as'a screen to conceal )
" the real CP policy which was and is to support capitalist cgndide -

i &) that you should vote for the Trotskyist SWP." Comrade Sheppard LE

‘la.ter softened this perspectlve by saying that we should not e = o

o expect thls but he also held that it is poss1ble

o ﬁ' & K From these examples 1t becomes clearer
‘_J,i'that putting the CP-US.A in the ''socialist movement'' and. trymg s
- to do some. horse-tradmg on candidates with them have a hxstory

: o , Here agam, the candldacy of Aptheker, a L
wIdely known Stalinist writer and leading spokesperson fo# the

Sl ates for 1mportant ofﬁces.v ‘The CP did not. run a cand1date for ‘1:‘»::‘_5“;

governor in that election as we dzd




j B In Boston, Where our branch extended
'iticrztmal support to a candidate of the YWLL in the recent,
‘ electlons, an Open Letter issued by our branch stated, '""We
g will continue to urge the people of Boston to vote for you for
‘ "':School Committee and ask you to support my campaign for
o ; City Council. "" This was signed by SWP candidate John E. Powers,
'~ Jr. Comrade Powers did not credit the YWLL or the CP’ ‘
; . with being members in good standing in the ''socialist move=
" ment, " but did attempt some horse~trading, which must have
failed as nothing that I knbw of was reported in our press.

: 5 Once a.gam all these attempts failed to

g ,r:f_)olg, the Stal.u}xsta in France and Italy who sur\nved our i o

T e[eﬂdon campaign unscathed. T ‘suggest that some other wuys
'should be found to influence French and Italian Stalinists;

: the methods used so far that I have mentioned above indicate
there is somethmg lacking. If we exposed the true nature of -

~ Stalinist electoral politics instead of what each instance of

_critical support to the CP does, perhaps we can jolt the .

'_'Amerlcan CP, 1f not those of France and Italy '

, ‘ . The Polltlcal Gomm1ttee must decxde
( S "-Just where it places the CP, in a "'socialist movement"
- ,or, as we have for years, in an anti-socialist coalition
- based upon class collaboration. The CP cannot occupy .
- both places at the same time. ‘

CE e Although you adnut that the results of S
% giving. cr1t1cal support have been ''relatively modest, " in an= :j Lo
', other place in your letter you refer to antmlpatmg "...that o F
| there will be more, rather than fewer, opportun1t1es to
" successfully apply our tactic of critical support to CP :
“candidates.' (emphasis added) You can't have it both ways.v A
If the results have been ''relatively modest,' whichis "
. something of an understatement, then it 1& 1nappropr1ate
‘ g\-,,,'to epeak of succeSBful apphcatwns. e o

R You erte that our aim is to. '.'...break e
: j-‘la £ew members away or discourage others from joining." |
- Why do we have to.legitimize CP electoral politics in
' order to obtain such meaningless results? . Why can't we
S ”break a few members away" w1thout underwr1tmg Stahmst
.l;,polltlcs'? 'Yqu do not say. S

By g1vmg cr1t1ca1 support to CP cand- o
idates who are in reality only acting as screens to conceal
their class: collaboratmn pol:.tlcs, ‘your policy a1ds the - . .-
CP in thls deceptmn it is loglcally 1mposmble to gwe ﬁ




: efi}:ical suppoi‘t to a CPer and at the same time explain the

nature of the CP campaign and its main purpose which is to

‘ward off criticism of class collaboration politics from their

members and supporters. That is why explanations of CP

.  ‘electoral policy, insofar as it is represented in an occasional

tﬂ'"mdependent" candidacy, is largely missing from our prope .

~ aganda. Your policy has succeeded only in whitewashing
the_"independence" of CP electoral politics.

~As a matter of fact, if Stalinist policy
is unéerstood for. wﬁat it is, it would exclude from the very

- start the idea of giving them any. cntu:al support because: A
. itis'not mdependent in the first place.

' joply desxgned Cr
‘to'fool the unfphisﬁcated and it is a dispface to assist the 7 7
Stalinist in this kind of venture.

This applies w1th equal force to their

‘candidate for mayor in New York. The CP could afford the

luxury of appearing to. contest the mayorahty because everyone
knew the Democrats could not lose. Where there is'a

. possibility that a CP candidate would take enough votes to - _
effect’ the putcome of an election from a capitalist candidate =~ e

favored by the Stalinists over another candidate, the CP
does not contest t}us offxce. o :

Thls is what happened in Los Angeles

o last sprmg when the CP ran a fake: -campaign. for controller
) but did not'enter a mayoral candidate against the Black - ,
"Democrat and ex=cop: Tom Bradley. They openly supported

Bradley. - We were unable to explain these shenanigans

- because the branch’ gave critical support to the CP cand1date B
‘ ~:for controller.: What a prlce to payl Yoo ‘ ‘

-

I propose that we reverse the policy of

; legltzmmmg fraudulent Communist Party cand1dates and mstead ;
S expose the Stahmst real pohcy ’

You refer to the artlcle in: The Mlhta.nt

‘j;,;;*_:of Nov. 23 1973 published after I had written my letter to you. N
.. Permit me to add an additional point. . The article states, .. "'
- 1,..a vote for its (CP) candidates would be seen as a vote
. against the capitalist parties." This is said in referendp to
~ explaining why the SWP urged voters to cast their balloﬁs '
- for the three CP candidates running independently. Jus§ who
v would ”see" these candidacies in this way is not explained.
_+ - However, only the most naive people are taken in by the kmd
of ‘candidates the CP is offermg to which the sSwp has g1ven
;cr1t1cal support e




ERRE The article would have been more accurate
™ 1 ané effectwe if it had explained that the CP fakers run some
" sl caxldldates for relatively unimportant offices as a screen for
: i Supportlng the main candidates of capitalist parties. This is
-what the article should have explained instead of comphmentmg , o
‘the CP for running mdependent candidates. This is an example f :
. of how an incorrect policy leads, unw1ttmgly I hope, to making ’
it appear that we approve of Staluust chicanery and are taken

in by them. e »

e"al

A Your attempt to bolster your posltlon by
’uai,x;g_the example of Trotsky's proposal to give critical support
E rl: Browder, CP preaxdenual candidate in 1940, omits
hat 1'wrote on that'point.in'my letter;” while at the same tim
tossing out more hints that maybe I am trylng to smuggle in
a Lhdnge in our p031t10n on Stalinism.

e : You have forgotten a few things. First,
the Browder cand1dacy was not a screen for supporting a
" capitalist candidate because the CP disapproved all ; cap-
= ;ifal,.is't%the'-race.szecbnd,‘ ‘the CP was a large party and |~
- had 'mass influence at that time. Third, the SWP did not
agree with Trotsky on his proposal. I think the Old Man ' '
( ~ was wrong on this point and I frankly said so in my letter. L
o If you now thmk he was correct you should say so. :

e ; : , My letter pointed to the fact that in
i p 1nc1ple it. was proper for Trotsky to make his propesal..
. The SWP leaders thought it was not correct tactically.
That is a good deal more than can be said for the policy
_of énnng critical aupport to CP candidates who are rune
N fnmg for the sole purpose of pulling the wool over the
Tha eyes of their members and followers. : E

. : You have also forgo;l:ten that we gamed
no recrutts to speak of from the Stalin-Hitler pact and
' other crimes you list as preceding Trotsky's proposal, - s
. The Stalin<Hitler pact was signed in 1939, in the’ year prlor :
. “to the premdentlal election. If we got nothmg out of that,
the prospecte for recruitment as a result of giving.
1cal aupport to. Browder became very dxm.. e

G o LR Your letter d1d not respond dlrectly to ‘
- my request that a d1scus s1on be: sterted thhm the Natlonal




Commlttee on these disputed points. However, distributing
. the correspondence to NC members does this in an informal
“way and is satisfactory to me. I request: that this letter be b .
'}dxstrlbuted in a sumlar way., Gl o S oot :

Comradely,

it

Milton Alvm.;‘




